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 August 1817 – General John Coffee

o Noted the physical geography of an area on a hill overlooking the Tennessee River as ideal for 
commerce and living.

 December 1817 - General Andrew Jackson 

o Coffee, Jackson along with future Supreme Court Justice John McKinley formed the Cypress Land 
Company 

 Hired Ferdinand Sannoner as surveyor; Coffee was to create the master plan.

o Sannoner impressed by drafting the city’s first master plan

o Allowed Sannoner to name the new city - “Florence” after his favorite city in Italy. 

 Cypress Land Company inked the charter for Florence on March 12, 1818.

o Alabama became a State in 1819.

A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.



Small Town. Big Love.



Nearly half of our workforce
is employed by a 

small, local business.
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Two Programs – One Mission

Florence ROCKS!

In March 2021, “Florence ROCKS” was created to help an
industry expected to have the most long-term economic
disruption with unemployment rates more than 1.5x the
national rate. Our place in the music industry is global, spans
decades, and is strengthened by a new generation of talent
living, writing, recording, and performing here. Nearly $49M is
generated by our music ecosystem and comprises 1.61% of our
employment exceeding the national average by .31%

Florence First

In May 2020, "Florence First” was launched to provide small,
local business owners relief from the financial impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Florence has more than 3,300 businesses
with 90% having 50 or less employees; 67% with 10 or less, and
42% with 5 or less. Nearly half of our workforce is employed by a
small, local business. These businesses are foundational to
keeping our community, neighborhoods, and economy running
strong.

supporting the recovery of our business community



Positive Proof: Press



Positive Proof: Program Stats



Positive Proof: Program Outcomes



Positive Proof: Program Outcomes



Nearly half of our workforce
is STILL employed by a 
small, local business.



Relationships Matter.

Birmingham CPD Office

Anita Garrett

Karen Morris

Renee Ryles

Bernie Delinski, TD

Deandria Turner, WAFF

Keneisha Deas, WZDX

Brecken Terry, WAAY

Jeremy Johnson, WHNT

Planning + Community 
Development Office

Mayor Steve Holt

Mayor Andrew Betterton

City Council

Rachel Koonce, CIO

Shannon Olive, CFO

Florence City Schools
Scope 310 YMCA

Shoals Community Clinic
Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Common Ground Shoals
Community Action Agency

Big Brothers, Big Sisters
Community Action Agency

Lauderdale Attention Homes
MOMs    St. Joseph School



Humbled.
Grateful.
Honored.


